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Caught in the Undercurrent of Google’s Waves 

 
 

 Google has introduced the newest addition to the company’s vast portfolio of 

innovative computer solutions and software. Google Wave is, in fact, making waves 

among techies this week. Google Wave is an incredibly comprehensive 

conglomeration of e-mail, instant messaging, video and photo sharing combined with 

social networking. In the words of its developers, Wave has the "three P's," platform, 

program, protocol. Together these aspects would enable groups of colleagues, 

friends or acquaintances to interact with each other in ways that were never before 

possible.  

The “program” part of the application will bring together communication 

methods consisting of photos, videos, links etc. all embedded real-time into instant 

messages and E-mails. As a platform, Wave can be used on other sites and 

networking places. Google is also making the protocol open-sourced, and wants 

developers to introduce applications to use with Google Wave. This is an ever-

increasingly important aspect to incorporate, so that users will have choices among 

the widgets and features they want to use with Wave. 

E-mail is already the most often and efficiently used form of communication, 

and this application takes advantage of the infrastructure and systems already in 

place. G-mail already collects similar E-mails into streams of conversations. Likewise, 



the waves formed in the new application, can be opened up and abridged at any 

point in the conversation, to allow the user full creative license. It’s then possible, to 

view replies and respond immediately at the various points of the wave. All of the 

items that are uploaded can additionally be added in at any point, and Wave allows 

users to do it with ease.  

With one click, you can quickly enter a reply that shows your user name’s icon 

next to it, so that anyone reading can follow the conversation and know who the 

reply was from by the visual representation shown. This is incredibly significant, 

because not only does it cross language barriers, but visual communication is much 

more effective for information such as one’s identity. This allows an extremely 

efficient flow of information between all involved parties, which with one click of the 

cursor can be amended to include other parties.  

A unique aspect of Google Wave is that within the same “wave”, you can 

switch back and forth between different progression points of the of the entire 

conversation. In this way, the program is used to document all exchanges and 

transactions between involved parties. By utilizing the well-organized information 

provided by the work that Wave does for the users, the internet becomes a place to 

have a completely centralized area for monitoring all events and communications of 

a group. It is much easier than sending group e-mails and carbon copying, or making 

phone calls to individuals to finalize details.  

The environment created by Google Wave promotes freedom and creativity 

to show your group members anything at any time. The best part about the whole 



project is how remarkably easy Google always makes things for users, and Wave is no 

different. It allows non-tech-savvy users to do things that formerly only a geek squad 

member could have done. By creating a unified solution to all the problems that 

come from communicative exchanges between people, Google will open up a new 

way of thinking about Internet. Instead of utilizing a variety of programs for each 

task, you can now have one that does everything. Another appealing quality for most 

users, the thought of only having to remember one password versus the twenty 

required before Wave was invented! 
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