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Ice Cream Truck Causes Hit-and-run 
 
 
 

 It was a hot summer afternoon in a quiet residential neighborhood, when a little 

girl was suddenly thrown into the air and onto the sidewalk. A pick-up truck hit Riki 

Katherine Iverson, while she was crossing the street in her Pennsylvania neighborhood. 

She was only six years old, and was sick so she wanted to get ice cream for her sister 

and herself. Running across the road after buying the treats, she collided into a man 

speeding through the neighborhood in his vehicle.  

The police concluded after investigating that he probably had been drinking. She 

had swelling of the brain and a concussion, and was in the hospital for a week. Things 

can go very wrong when drunk driving causes an accident, and Ricki is extremely lucky 

to have no long-lasting effects. Since brain injuries are hard to document with x-rays 

and other technology, there was not a lot of physical evidence to use for Ricki’s legal 

case. Consequently, the court case also did not yield much in monetary awards for pain 

and injury because of the lack of proof of damages.  

Brain injuries are difficult to document in physical proof. It is unfair that a 

drunk driver can get away with damaging a child’s brain, simply because the injuries are 

not visible to the eye. Our court systems are based on proving transgressions significant 

enough to be shown on images, and through other scientific measurements. The laws 

should be changed to make punishments more severe. Even if there is no physical 



evidence to prove extreme damages, a person driving drunk should be punished to 

insure that they will not do it again. Drunk driving is never OK.  

Luckily Ricki has no lasting effects from the accident, but it could have been 

much worse than it was. Many people die each year from drunk driving needlessly. If 

the court systems made punishments harsher for these offenses, people would possibly 

think twice before taking the chance of killing those around them. If the thought of killing 

an innocent or themselves isn’t enough to prevent a thoughtless action, maybe going to 

jail for 20 years will be. 


