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 The Memorial Bell Tower at North Carolina State University has long stood as a 

symbol of the college’s identity, shown by its representation on the university’s seal. The 

unique history of the tower started, when a proposal was made to construct a memorial to 

alumni that died in WWI. The tower is 115 feet high and is made from a concrete base that 

weighs 700 tons with 1,400 tons of stone mined from Mt. Airy, North Carolina for the actual 

Roman-style spire. 

The bell tower’s construction was started in 1924, and was continued throughout the 

years to be dedicated finally on November 11, 1949. It took a large amount of fundraising to 

complete the monument, which was designed by famed architect William Henry Deacy. 

Multiple classes, student associations, alumni and outside organizations helped to create the 

masterpiece. 

The carillon that makes the tower chime, was dedicated in 1989 in remembrance of 

former chancellor Dr. Carey Bostian. It is actually housed in Halloday Hall, located nearby the 

tower. There are current plans to move an unused bell from another building to the bell tower 

to be used instead of the current situation.  

Interestingly, the plaque inside the shrine room holds a list of 34 names, although only 

33 actual alumni were killed in the war. The plaque was commissioned to commemorate the 

alumni’s servitude to the nation, but the makers mistakenly put an extra name on it. It turned 

out that the 34
th

 name was someone who did not actually die in the war. The name was 

changed from G.L. Jeffers to G.E. Jefferson, to symbolize all of the unknown soldiers who 

died in the war. 



Perhaps due to the fact that the tower needs a makeover, or possibly because NC State 

was voted as one of the country’s ugliest campuses, the bell tower had remained the same until 

2008. That year plans were made to revitalize the campus’s most honored building, the 

Memorial Bell Tower. The revival and remodeling of the site include much needed 

completions of the design, and urgent actions taken to clean it. The goal is, that upon 

completion, the Bell Tower will be even more symbolic of the campus’s commitment to unity.  

The Bell Tower is a unique landmark, utilized mostly by students to hold gatherings 

and other events. By making it more appealing, the university will show solidarity for the 

students’ traditions and help to cultivate more involvement in assemblies for classes in the 

future. Since there are a variety of unique organizations and student groups that exist on the 

campus, the Bell Tower serves as a lighthouse to guide pilgrims towards their destination 

during special events, and encourage involvement on campus. By ensuring that the Bell Tower 

is in its best state of being, NC State will cement the monument’s place in campus tradition, as 

the symbol for everything that the University stands for. Unity, innovation, commitment to the 

community and integrity are all unique qualities that the campus prides itself in. The Bell 

Tower’s vertical stance towards the sky reminds us to be ever mindful of the endless 

possibilities that can be gained through an open mind and hard work. Through the 

custodianship of the campus’s symbolic meeting spot, those involved will be making a lasting 

contribution, to the foundation that these morals and ideals provides to thousands of students, 

faculty and community members. 


